Title: Care of parents and care regimes

Aims: Elderly people are predominantly cared for by family members. However, not every parent in need is cared for by family members, and family care varies widely across Europe. Our presentation deals with individual and family structures on the one hand, and welfare state regulations and cultural norms on the other to explain care differences between individuals, families and care regimes. Which factors influence the provision of care? Do European countries differ in regard to intergenerational care, and what are the reasons for these differences? What can we learn from these results with respect to future care demand and the organization of elderly care? 
Data and methods: The empirical analyses are based on the Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe with respondents aged 50 an older in eleven European countries (Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland). Logistic multilevel models are applied to answer the questions.
Results and conclusion: The results show that intergenerational help occurs more often in family-based care regimes, e.g. Southern and Central European countries, where children are legally obliged to support parents and norms of family responsibility in elderly care are strong. At the same time, in service-based care regimes, e.g. Northern welfare states, professional home care services enable adult children to pursue their personal plans beyond care obligations. According to our results socio-demographic trends such as increasing female labour participation are likely to decrease the family’s potential to provide care for older people in the future. Different welfare states respond to the care gap in different ways. As case scenarios, the countries under study offer various solutions for the future societal organization of care in ageing societies. 
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