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Abstract

Living kin, particularly partners and children, are a major resource of older people, but no official projections of such groups exist. I describe how a set of such projections, including wider kin such as grandchildren, are made using a kinship micro-simulation model and how these are combined with projections of other key domains such as health and income to provide an integrated basis for policy decisions as part of a wider programme Modelling Ageing Populations to 2030, see http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/MAP2030/Default.htm.  

In modelling kinship patterns in contemporary developed societies, particular attention needs to be given to emerging trends such as extra-marital childbearing (which now accounts for over 40% of births) and cohabitation (which substantially increases the number of former living partners and leads to increasing complexity in kinship relationships, with more step-children, half sibs etc.). 

I discuss how projections may be made using an updated version of the SOCSIM micro simulation model originally developed by Hammel, Watcher and Laslett.
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