Report on Knowledge and the Global

Cognitive Variations and Globalisation of Knowledge
Organised by URKEW Project at LSE on 22nd June 2011, Room H104 (Connaught House)

The aim of this one day workshop was to inform ourselves about potentially relevant academic work in other humanities of social sciences that could be taken into consideration for the construction of our monographs on history of global comparative knowledge production, accumulation and dispersion. The day was designed to include two major distinguished speakers—Sir Geoffrey Lloyd (Cambridge) and Prof. Jürgen Renn (Director of Max Planck Institute, Berlin)—experts in the field of cultural anthropology and history of science respectively. Authoritative voices on global history like Prof. Felipe Fernandez-Armesto (Notre Dame, US), Anthropologist and Sinologist Prof. Stephan Feuchtwang (LSE) and Sociologist Prof. Richard Sennett (New York University and LSE) were invited to discuss and respond to the speakers. 
Prof. Patrick O’Brien opened the day with an introduction outlining the aims of the URKEW project. He then asked the speakers to address useful historiographies, concepts and theories we may use and consider for URKEW. 
Sir Geoffrey Lloyd, gave a paper titled “Comparing Belief Systems” where he outlined challenges of undertaking the task of comparing belief systems, namely lack of common ground and neutral vocabulary and problems of translations. He did however urge us to refer to works by Philippe Descola on differentiating ontologies.

J. Renn’s paper titled “The Globalization of Knowledge in History” questioned the present historiography and aimed at elucidating how fragmented our understanding of global knowledge system has been up to now. He emphasized one common history of knowledge for humanity thereby showing little interest in seeking differences between civilizations and choosing to focus on variety, contingencies and historicizing interruptions to knowledge formations.
Simona Valeriani chaired the roundtable session where issues of how relevant the concepts of useful and reliable knowledge are and cognitive variations were. It was decided that we were strongly interested in global knowledge formation and the role of several civilizations in the long run, which accorded with lecture given by Arun Bala (vide The Dialogue of Civilizations in the Birth of Modern Science , Palgrave Macmillan 2008) at our annual Cumberland Loge Conference in May 2011. 
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